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RicurRnuveynrsny, 


«IT Aving the opportunity of the fitting of chis 


SIRE Vencrable Afſembly,- wee thought our | 
« ; BHS ſclves obliged to render ſome accomprof 


4 { 
> 


Cr —— the Lotd ts exerciſe us fince our out-co- 
_ ming, wed nm egos wor difficulties; yet inthe mids | 
thereof hee tharh wonderfully upheld and carried. us - 
col y + SHOTS throneh, ._..- 


MRS cives obliged 0 render ſome = 
"L, SS checftate of our Aﬀailres.” It hath pleaſeti 
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through. The depth of his wiſedome hath ſuſpended us: 
for atime from any uote action,to make us walke hum- 
bly before him, andto keepe us in a.continuall depen- 
dance upon himſelfe : And yer he hath by his own po- 
wer ſcattered before us the great Popiſh Army, and 
much diminiſhed the number thereof, ſo that they doe 
not now appeare againſt us in the Fields; that all may 
learnerotruſtin G OD, and not in Man. Ir was far 
from our thoughts and interfions to have come this 
length at rhar inſtant whenthe courſe of Nivine Pro- 
vidence pointed out our way. unto us,” which led us on 
by ſome long and..ſpeedy marchesto jayne with my 
Lorg Fairfax and his Sonne cher Ges. The Cirie 
of York, Whereinaſwarmeiof inſte-Papifts Kave 
raken ſan&uary, is blocked up; and nqw and then God 
favourethus withſucceſſe in ſome enterpriſes about it, 
and we look for more,ifthe time be comewhich he hath 
appointed for the deliverance of this Peopk. + - .. 

Our Soules doe abhotre the treatherdiis artemprs of 
our diſnatured Countrey-men , thatthave endeavoured 
ro make their native: Kingdome a 'Teat of Warre; and 
our bowels within us are moved tothink upon the-main 
miſchiefes, if nottimeouſly prevented, that may fol- 
fow upon the unnaturall Warresthiere y/ like unto theſe 
under which this Kingdomg hath groaned for a long 
time. We have found none more malicious and cruell 
againſt us than theſe of our owne Nation, and we mea- 
ſure thoſe at home by theſe here ;.Curſed"be their, rage, 
for it us fierce, and their anger for it is cryell.. The prelen 
danger callsuponall to lay-out of their hands whargyer 
- may hinder their haſte,as one man ro cometogether for 
| © the: Vine-yard that the wilde Boares wouldJay, 
Wc, and raking the Foxes that: would Wetr0 2hÞ 
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Vines. You are, right Reverend,now ſer upon the high- 
eſt Watch-rower, from whence you may diſcover the 
dangers thar threaten onall coaſts, and we need not put 
you in minde to give warning to the Warch-men in 
their ſeverall ſtations, to rouze up the People from 
their t00 great ſecurity; tojicall them to unfeigned Hu- 
miliation, and toſtirre them upto wreſtle with God by 
rayer ; that hee would preſerve Truth and Peace ar 
4x4 againſt the machinations of Malignants; thar he 
would prepare the People here, and make them more 
fir ro embrace the intended Reformation ; and that he 
would command theſe unnaturall and bloody Wars to 
ceaſe, that Religion and Righteouſneſſe may flouriſh 
through the three Dominions. Praying God to ſend 
upon you the Spirit of Truth , who.may lead you in 
all rrurh, We remaine mL. 


Middle-thorp,20 Mai Your loving Brethren The Preſ- 
1644. byterie of the Scottiſh Army 


in England, 


Maſter Roz rzkr Dous LAS 
Moderator intheir name. 


| 


| 


! 


| 
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44.68 ans in the North of Ireland. 


To the Reverend 'and Honowmable Moderator 
_ and remanent Members of the Generall AC. 
ſembly of Scotland, .conveened at Edinburgh in. 


The umble Petition of the diftre bd Cc briſtions m 
the North of Ireland. ; 


 Humbly ſhewcth, 


SISTER H .r whereas your former enlarged 
SY bounty, and our preſent overflowing 

£@ ſtraits would require a gratefull ac- 
P knowledpement of tlicone;:and afcri- 
Y ous repreſentation of the-orher : Our 
= Mer = caſc is fuch, as neither can beexpected 
at our hands, being ſtricken withaſtoniſhment, and full 
of the fury of rhe Lord.: We aretheſe indeed who have 
ſeene afflition by therod of his wrath : So that it were 
more fit,we had a Cottage inthe Wildernefſe amongſt 
che Owles to mourne out our imbittered Spirits, then 
that by word or writ we ſhould compeere before any 
of his People: Although you cannor- bee wearied in 
wet-doing, yer we ſhall no way think it ſtrange, it now 

ou ſhall give over any more care of us: Seeing the 

ord hath teſtified againſt-'us, and the Almighty hath 
afflicted us. Your judgement is with the Lord,and your 


The Petition from the diftreſſed Chriſti- 
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reward is with God, not onely for yourtwo.years viſi- 
ting and watering a barren vineyard, bur alſo for your 
ns andcare to have your Reformation ſpred amongſt 
other oppreſt and bora-downe Churches, whereof you 
have given-an ample and famous teſtimony in ſending 
hither that bleſſed League and Covenant which wee 
much defired and lo <Ifor, as by our Petitions to the 
Church and Stare of our Native Kingdome is knowne 
unto you which hath had'a wiſhed and gracious ſuc 
ceſſe bh the favour and blefling of God, accompanying , 
the paines of theſe to whom the rendering thereof was 
intruſted by you. And we conceiving a chiefe part of 
our miſery roconfift in our want'of opportunity ts joyn 
our ſelves with the People of God: in:the foreſaid 
League; Eſteeming our ſelves rejeaed of God andiunfit 
robe joined in any comfortable-fellowſhip in the Go- 
ſpel with them, when the ſaid League and Covenant” 
was preſanted ro the Regiments; We made bold to lay 
hol upon rhe opportunity (thoughafflitdabjeds)atid 
cheerfully and-unanimoufly-joynedour ſetvestherewins 
to: Thar if we periſh in our miſery, we may dye a Co- 
venanted People:;\and, if our miſerable life-be prolon- 
ged, we may: find thelterandirefreſhmetit under rhe ſha-- 
dow thereof; imotir fierie' trials; confidently expecting: 
from the Lord by our neerer conjun@ion with you 
' than of before,anaccompliſhmentof wha is agreed in- 
tothe Covenant, which! ye: bountifully expreſſed be- 
fore we were'one with yoo; ro'yournever-dyitig-com-" 
mendatian. i Wee are 'nothing ſhaken in our mines: 
with the odiousaiperfions of fedition, combination a- 
gainſt the King, and ovenhrow- of Municipall Laivs, 
&c,(wherewith our Covenaritis branded)nor withrhe 

| a rhreat 
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threats-oftheſe who ſhould be comfortable ro us in our 
troubles : Bur are the more incouraged to beleeve thar 
God ſhall raiſe up the Tabernacle of David that is fal- 
kn, and repaire the breaches thereof: For, ſince wee 
Covenanted with God, and united our ſelves together, 
our dying ſpirits have revived, and we ſing like theſe 
who have come forth from their Graves, for God hath 
had mercy on 7acob : In teſtimony whereof he hath o- 
pened the bowels of the Churches of Holand, who 
were-ſtrangers tous, and yet deare Brethren, and ren- 
der Symparthizers with our afflictions and ſorrowes, 
who, when theſe who were left of the Sword were in 
danger to dyeby famine, did plentifully releeve us in 
our ſtraits, not onely by comfortable encouragements 
ro walke humbly with- God; and. wait for him'who 
bides his face from the houte of 1acob fora ſeaſon;-but 
alſo by their rich ſupply in Victuals and' others nece(- 
far for our teliefe and comfort, which we humbly de- 
fire our Loxd-ro repay ſeven-fold in their boſome; 'and 
become your Supplicants to joyne with us ina gratefull 
acknowledgement of their {ingular favours : And up- 
onthe heeles of theſe favours you have continued your 
unparalelled compaſſions in keeping your forces and 
enabling them, together with the orherForces, for a- 
venging the cmell murders, andeffuſionof Chriſtian 
blood inthis rien oa rs, Ao owne niul- 
tiplied difficulties. The Lord hath begunro delight in- 
tous, and in aday of ſalvation hath helpedus;'(So hap- 
py arethe people whearein Covenantwith God.) We 
aretheſe (indeed) who may juſtly bee burnt up for our 
unfruitfulnefſe inthe days of our plemy, and ſtubbort- 
nefle inthe dayes of our affliction, which-hath brought 
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us ſo- low, that where: we once ———_ ableſſed-plen- 
ry, we muſt now beg ofthe crumbs chat fall fronvyoar 
Table : We cannot diſlemble, bur ſo farre as wee can 
diſcerne our owne hearts,we would preferre the joyfull 
ſound«of the. Goſpel ro our much wiſhed Peace and 
precious lives:' But it may be diſcerned, your Conſul- 
rations of before have been guided by the Spirit of the 
Lord; inthat when we twice in our forward hafting de- 
ſires begged the preſent looſing and planting of ſome 
Miniſters amongſt us, you judged it more convenient 
ro ſupply us by turnes, as foreſceing that our Captivity 
was likely ro endure : Our hopes are ſo far revived,that 
werruſtro ſee the day when he ſhall rake the. Chp-of 
\ tremblingour of our hands, and put it inthe hands of 
them thar afflicted us. | R 
And therefore, ifyou account us fellow-partners of 
the Purchaſed Inheritance, yet againe ſuffer our neceſ- 
ſitie ro plead with you, thart as it hath beene by the 
Committee of Bils already adviſed, thats a competent 
number of Miniſters may be gifted tous by your Com- 
miſſion when they ſhall {ee the Calling cleared,che ſame 
may be granted asa teſtimony of your- confidence, and 
expeaation of our delivery; And in the meane time 
ſome others may be ſent by turnes-to keepe in the dy- 
ing lives ofabove twenty four deſolate Congregations, 
whoare in dangerto periſh for want of Viſton: And 
although we doe proklſe;we count nor our {elves wor- 
thy of ſuch favours, yet as wee have reſolvedrodye 
with the'cry of hope in our mouthes to the Lords 
Throne; Soin obedience of the uſt of the meanes by 
himappointed, we ftretch our ourhearrs and onr hands 
ro you for helpe, and have ſent our Brother William 
| B 3 Mackenna 


- 
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Mackenna Merchant ar Belfaft, ro attend what anſwer 
it ſhall pleaſe the Lord by youto returneunto 


Tour diſtreſſed Brethren 
_ and Supplicants. 


Subſcribed by very many hands. 


peo wn - —_ —CDC—_—_— ——————— ——_— 
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At for the preſent Entry of the new eretl- 
ed Presbyterie at Biggar. 


He which day anent the Supplication 
7 | _| ſubſcribed and given intothe General 
A Mp | Aflembly by the Miniſters: and ruling 
wa | | Elders of the Kirks of Biggar, Skirline, 
== % = Brochton, Glenquhome, Kelbocho,-Culter, 
C——— 17 ngteun, Symontoun, Covingtoun, 
Quothquen, Welſtoun, and Dolphingtoun, making men- 
tion, That the Generall Aſſembly at Edinburgh in Au- 
guſt 1643. years,by their A of the date.of the twelfth 
day of the ſamine moneth and yeare, did upon: good 
[ms after tryall and hearing ofall Parties tothe 
ull, ereta Presbytery ſeat at Biggar, to confiſt of the 
Kirks above written; And a totheir —_— 


full power of juriſdiction and exerceing Diſcipline, 
with all other Liberties and Priviledges belonging ro 
any other Presbyrerie;bur ſuſpended the entry and poſ- 
ſeſſion of this new erected Presbytery,during the plea- 
ſure ofthe Aſſembly : And therefore defiring the ſaid 
Generall Aſſembly to ordaine and appoint thi entrie 
and poſſeſſion of the foreſaid Presbyrerie at Bigzar, 
now preſently ; And to declare,thar it is their Ss 
rhat the entry and poſſeſſion thereof ſhall be no longer 
ſuſpended, as the Supplication proports. Which Sup- 
plication being read in audience of the Generall Afſem- 
bly, and thereafter the Commiſſioners from the Preſ- | 
byreries of Laxerk and Peebles,and all others having en- 
rrefle ro oppoſe the deſire foreſaid being publickly cal- 
led, and the faids Commiſſioners for Peebles and La- 
nerk perſonally preſent, being ar length heard in what 
they could ſay or alledgetherein : Andrthe ſaid Suppli- 
cation and defire thereof, with the Alledgeances and 
Objections made againſt the. ſ{amine, being taken to 
conſideration by the Aſſembly, and they therewith be- 
ing fully and ripely adviſed : The Afﬀembly after re- 
moving of the Parties, and after conſideration of the 
premiſles, and voicing of the foreſaid defire, Ordaines 
the entrie and poſſeſhon of the foreſaid Presbyterie'of 
Bigear, conſiſting of the particular Kirks above-men- 
rioned, to begin now preſently-; And appoints and or- 
dainesall the Miniſters and Ruling Elders of the fore- 
ſaids Kirks above ſpecified, whereof the ſaid Presby- 
rerie conſifts, to meet and conveene as a Presbyterie, 
with all convenience, at the ſaid Kirk-of Bi2gar, which 
is the Place and Seat of the ſamine Presbyterie. And: 
rhe Aﬀembly. referres ro the Commiſſioners to be ap- 
ay W_— 7 pointed 
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pointed by them forthe publick affaires ofthe Kirke, 
 toderermineto what Synad this the ſaid new ereQed 
| Presbyrerie ſhall be ſubordinate; As alſo to preſcribe 
the order and ſolemnities thar ſhall be neceſlar for en- 
cring and poſſeſling the Miniſters and Elders in the faid 
Presbyterie. to TER 


Funit3. 1644. Sel. VI. 


Act concerning the Declaration ſubſcribed 
by the Scottiſh Lords at Oxford. 


z—1e Generall Aſſembly having received 
m1 Copy of a Declaration, made and 
\ A) ſubſcribed: ar Oxford, ſent unto them 
Fo | from the honourable Convention of 
f WRW4 Eſtates, and having ſeriouſly confide- 

Eee Z28889gy red the tenour thereof, doth finde the 
fameto be a perfidious Band and unnaturall confedera- 
cy,to bring this Kirk and Kingdome to confufion,and 
ro be full of blaſphemies againſt the late ſolemn League 
and Covenant ofthe three Kingdomes, of vile aſper- 
fions of Treaſon, Rebellion and Sedition, moſt falſly 
and impudently imputed ro the Eſtates and the moſt 
ichfull and loyall Subje&s of theſe Kingdomes : And 
ſeeing it is mcumbent to the Aſſembly to rake notice 
thereof, and to ſtop the courſe oftheſe malicious inten- 
tions, in ſo farre as concernes them, Declare rhat the 


ſubſcribers ofthis or the like Declaration or Band, or 
| any 
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any that have beene acceſſorie to the framing, or thar 
has beene, or ſhall be acceſſory tothe execution there- 
of, deſerve the higheſt cenſure of the Kirk : And there- 
fore gives powerto the Commiſſioners of this Aſſem- 
bly appointed for the publick affairs, roproceed againſt 
them to the ſentence of Excommunication,unleſſe rhey 
make humble confeſſion of rheir offence publickly, in . 
ſuch manner, and in ſuch places as the Commiſſion 
ſhall preſcribe; Or otherwiſe to refer the triall and 

' cenſure of ſuch Delinquents to-Presbyreries or Synods 
as they ſhall think convenient. And when the ſentence 
of Excommunication ſhall be pronounced, diſcharges 
Presbyteries or-Synods to relax an from the ſentence, 
withoutrthe advice of the Generall Aﬀembly, -or their 
Commiſſioners, #iſi in extremis, Andin reſpe&tof the 
arrocity of this fact, the Aſſembly in all — 'do 
ſeriouſly recommend ro the right honourable the-E- 
ſtatesof Parliament rotake ſuch courſe, as the perfons 
char ſhall be found guilty,may beexemplarly puniſhed, 
according tothe merit of ſo unnaturall and impious an 
offence : Andthat fome publick note of ignominy be 
put upon the Declaration and Band ir ſelfe, iftheix Ho- 
-nours ſhall rhink it meer. 7 250 TH 
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Aft apainſt the Rebels im the North and 
South of the Kingdome. 


Z—He Generall Aſſembly conſidering the 
POR juſt ſentence pronounced againſt the 
a principall Actors in that Rebellion in + 
KB the North and'South, by ordinance of 

Fo 4 rhe Commiſhoners of the late Aſſem- 
| Sz bly; And finding it moſt neceſfary,thar 
ſuch as affiſted or joyned with them in that impious 
and-urinaturall Fact, be likewiſe cenſured ; Therefore 
-ordiins Presbyreries and Synods reſpective; : to. pro- 
'ceed/againſt them- with the higheſt Cenſures-of the 
'Kirk , if they. give nor ſatisfaction by publick repen- 
rance; And when the ſentence of Excommunicatiun 
ſhall be pronounced, the-Afſembly diſcharges the ſaitl 
Judicatories to relax-any of them from the ſentence, 
withourthe advice of the Generall Aſſembly, ortheir 
Commiſſioners, niſi inextremis : To whom alſo the 
ſaids Presbyreries and Synods ſhall be anſwerable for 
their diligence in the premiſles as they ſhallbe requi- 
red.. And the Afembly doth humbly recommend to 
'the Honourable Eſtates of Parliament, to take ſuch 
courſe as the Perſons that ſhall be found guilty may be 
exemplarly puniſhed according tothe meritand degree 


of their offence. 
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. Af againſt ſecret diſaffetiers of | 


the Covenant. 


=== He Generall Aſſembly -underſtandids that 
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an Fj} divers perſons diſ-affeted ro'the Natio- 
599 EE nall Covenant of this Kirk, and tothe.So- 
WY lemne League and Covenant of 'the'three 
—_ Kingdomes;.do-eſcape their juſt. cenſure, 
either by their private and unconſtant abode in-any 
one Congregation, or by: ſecret conveyance of their 
malignant ſpeeches and practices ;: Therefore ordaines 
all Miniſters to rake ſpeciall notice when-any ſuch per- 
ſon ſhall come within their: Patoches, and;{o ſoone as 
they ſhall know the ſame,rhat without delay.they cauſe 
warnethem to. appeare before the Presbyreries with- 
in which their Paroches lyes, or before the Commil- 
fioners of this Aſſembly appointed for publick affaires, 
as they ſhall finde moſt -convenient-; which warning 
the Aſſembly declares ſhall be a ſufficient citgzion unto 
them : And als that all-Miniſters and Elders 'delate to 
the ſaids Judicatories YeſpefFive; every ſuch diſ-affteted 
perſon, although wirhoue their owne Paroch,.ſo ſoone 
as they thall heare-and be informed of them; And-the 
Aſſembly ordaines the ſaids Commiſſioners nor onely 
ro proceedto Triall and Cenſure-of ſuch diſ-affeted 
Perſons, bur alſoro take a ſpeciall account of the dili- 
gence of Miniſters, Elders; and Presbyreries herein 7e- 
ſpective. 07 2493 To gnot? noir | Coll 
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eAtt for ſending Miniſters to the Army. 


W& are nor duly ſent forth to the: Regiments 
we > of the Army, neither ſuch as are ſent dy- 
ly relieved, which negle& falleth our oft- 
Fee times,by reaſon of queſtions among Prel- 
byteries intereſſed inthe Regiments: Therefore for 
remedy hereof, thinkes it convenient thar this order 
be keeped hereafter ; Thar aLiſt be made of three Mi- 
nifters by the Colenels, or in their abſence the chiete 
Officers of every Regiment, with adviceand conſent 
of the Presbyrery at the Army, and ſent: to Presbyre- 
ries here, or ifthe Liftbe of Miniſters in-divers .Preſ- 
byteries-tothe Commiſſioners of the Generall Aſſems 
bly, thatrhey may appoint one our'of that Liſtro bee 
ſent to the Regiment, to artend them for. perform 
Miniſteriall dutiesthree Moneths : And thatthe relict 
of Miniſters already ſent or to be ſent heredfrer,ſhali be 
inthe ſame manner. 'Aad' rhe Aſſembly ordaines Mi- 


niſters who ſhall be thus appointed by Piesbyrerics or 
the Commiſſioners ofthe Aſſembly reppedrive.o repair 


rothe Army withall diligence, underche-paine of fiuſ- 
penſion: And humblyrecommendsrothe: wable 
Fares of Parliament; to provide: ſome:way whereby 
theſe Miniſters may huve due: and ready payment; of 
their allowance; from thetime oftheir going tromtheir 
chaises here, Andiir'is declaredithar rivis order fhallbe 
alſo keeped for ſending forth of Miniſters to theRegi- 
ments inthe ſecond expedition. . 
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HeAfſembly underſtanding that Miniſters. 


mw omar tPTt!lAKhH 5 Ber ko, H wy Ho of A. — EE 


 thistime: There 


Renovation f the bommiſtion for the 
Publickaffairs of the Rik. « 


ot He General Aſſembly conſidering thier 
$24 the Commiſſioners appointed by the 
Dil laſt Aſſembly upon the ninteenth day 
111 of Auguſt 1643.years,thelaſtScflion 
1; Grands TO os 
(One I-51 thereof to fit at Edirbureh: for the 
[GUQTAPAY Publick affaires of the Kirk, have nor 
yet fully perfected that great Worke 
for Unity of Religion, and Uniformiry of Kirk-Go- 
vernment in his Majeſties Dominions; And that now 
in reſpect of the preſent condition of affaires in this 
Kingdome, their J_— cannot be examined at 
e finding it neceflar thar the ſaid 
Commiſſion be renewed urto the Commiſſioners ther- 
in mentioned, and to'rhe perſons afternamed, now 
thought fit to be added for the berter expediting of the 
buſinefle ; Doe hereby appoint the perſons particularly 
| nomimte inthe ſaid Commiſſion, vzz.Maſters, Audrew 
' Ramiſay, Alexanider Henderſon, Robert Dowglas, William 
Colwill, William Bennet, George Gilleſpie, Iohn Oiſwald, 
Mungo Law, Tohn Adamſon ,lohn Sharp, Tames Sharp,Wil- 
| liam' Dalgleiſh, E avid Calderwond , Andrew Blackhall, 
Tames- Fleming, Robert Ker, lohn Macghie, Oliver Colt, 
Hnagh Campbell, Adam Penman, Richard Dickſon, Andrew - 
Stewinſen, lohn L awaer, Robert Blair, Samuel Ratherfard, 
' Arthur Mortoun, Robert Traill, Frederick Carmichael, 
. Tohn Smath, Patrick Gilleſpie, John Dunt an, Iohn Hume, 
| Robert Knox, William Iameſon, Robert Murray, ——_ 
| "4 "Mp thrie, 
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thrie, Iames Hamiltoun in © umfreis, Bernard Sanderſon, 
Iohn Levingſtoun , Tames, Boyat ,"Buan.\Camron, David 
Dickſon, Rabert Bailzie,Tames Cuninghame, George Young, 
Andrew Aﬀeck, David Lindſay, Andrew Cant, Wiliam 
Douglas, Murdo Mackeinzze , Coline Mackeinzie, Tohn 
Monroe, Walter Stuart Miniſters; Archbald Marqueſle of 
Areyle, William Earle Marſhall, lohn Eatle of Sutherland, 
Alexander Earle: of Eglinton, T0hn Earle of Cafiils, 
Charles-Earl of Dumfermeling, Tohn Earle of Lauderdale, 
Toh Earle of Lindſay, Tames Earle of Qacensberry, Wil- 
liam Earle of Dalhouſee, Archbald Lord Angns, Tames 
Vicount of Dudbope, John Lord Maitland, David Lord 
Elcho,. 10hn Lord Balmerinoch, Iames Lord Cowper, Sir 
Patrick Hepburne of Wanghtoun, Sir Archbald Tohnſtoun 
of Wariſtoun, Sir David Hume of Wedderburne; Sir Ale- 
xander Areskine of Dun, Sir William Cockburne of Lang- 
tomn;. Sir Thomas Ruthven of Frieland,; Sir Tames Arnot 
of Fernie, Sir Walter Ridaall of that Itk, Sir' Lodovick 
Houſtoun of that Ilk, Sir William Carmichael Fiar of that 
11k,Maſter George Donelas of Bonjedburgh,Maſter George 
Winrame of Libbertoun, Laird of Brodze: Sir Tohn: Smith, 
Iames Denniſtoun Maſter Robert Barclay, tohn Ruther furd, 
William Glendunning, John Sempil, John Kennedy,and Ma- 
ſter-Alexander Douzlas Elders: And allo Maſters, David 
Daleleiſh , Andrew Bennet, Iohn Moncreiff, Alexander 
Carſe, Thomas Wilkie, Tames Guthrie, Henry Levingſtoun, 
David: Drummond we Creiff;, Tohn Hay at Renfrew, Iohn 
Strang , Richard Inglis, William Falconer, Iohn Pa- 
zerſon, Gilbert Roſſe, Richard Maitland, George Cumming, 
P1illiam Campbel Miniſters, And William Earle of 6lan- 
cairne, William Earle of Louthian, 1ames Lord Murray of 


&4ck, Iohn Lord Tefter, Robert Maitland, Frederick _ 
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arfe | 
of Brigtoun, Tames Macdowell of Garthland, David Betow © 
of Creich, Sir Tames._ Stuart Sheriffe 'of Buit, Sir Tohn 
Weemes of Bogie, Maſter William Sandilands Tutor of . 
Torphichin, ArchbalÞSydferfe, Laurence Henderſon, Tames 
| Stuart, Thonias Paterſpn, and Alexander Taffray Elders 
now added by this Aſſembly, ro meet at Eaimburghup- 
on the fifth day of this w— R—ey of June, arid i 
on thelaſt Wedneſday of Auguſt next;xhefaftt We 
__neſday of November next, anduponthelaft \ Vedhef- 
day of February next; and upon any other/diy, orin - 
any other place they ſhall think meer:Giving and'gran- 
ting untothem, or any fifteene: of them, raefe; being 
on 


k 


rwelve Miniſters: preſent, full power and tontmufſi 
ro proſecute the fiid work of unity in Religion, and 
uniformity of Kirk-government in all his Majeſties do- 
minions, and to doe' and performe all things particu- 
larly or generally-containedin the:{aid: Commiſioniof 
the preceding Aiſembly,orman:Agotthe ſaid Aſſem- 
bly upon the ſaid r9.:day of Auguſt, intituled, 4 xefe- 
rence tothe Commiſſion anentthe Perſons deſigned tortpair 
ts the Kingdome - England, andto treat and determine 
therein, andin all other matters referred; unto them; by 
this Aſſembly, ficlike,and as freely, as if all theſe were 
herein expreſſed, and as the perſons nominart inthe ſaid 
former Commiſſion might have done by vertue of the 
faid Atand former Commiſhon at any time by-gone, 
and.with as ample power as any Commiſſion of former 
Generall Aſſemblies hath had, or been in uſe of before, 
they being alwayes comprable- and cenſurable for their - 
whole proceedingFtereintill. by the next Generall Af- 
ſembly. | | | 
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Renovation of the Commiſtion granted to 
the Perſons appointed.to repair tothe _ 
© |Kingdomeof England.” 


AgHc Generall Aſſembly,tinding thar 

=A\ F'the great Work of unity in Religi- 

C] fS) - 0n,and uniformity of Kirk-govern- 

=p, ment in all his Majeſties Domini- 

8YQ ons is not yer perfected, Do there- 

z ® fore renew the Commiſſion gran- 

&Fr<d forthar cite by the preceding 

| | Afembly, unto the Perſons ap- 

pointed to repaire tothe Kingdome of England upon 

the 19. day of Auguſt 1643. inthe laſt Seffion thereof, 

Giving and graming'to the Perſons therein mentio- 

ned, the ſame power, to doe all and every thing parti- 

cularly or generally contained inthe ſaid Commiſſion, 

in the ſame manner, andus fully, as if-rhe fame were 

herein expreſſed, and asthey might have done ar any 
re by-gone by verrue ofthe former Commitlion. 


The 


The Generall Aſſembly, 1644- Tk 
The eA ſſemblies anſwer to the Presbyte- 
rie which i with the eArmie, 
Reverend and Irving Brethren in the LORD. 


«&E received yours of the 17. and'20.0f May, 
BY” and were much refreſhed with the know- 
KI ledge you gave unto us therein, of your 
WYYS) ſenſe of our condition here ,, and' of the 
thus " Lords dealing with your felves there in 
your ſtraits and difficulties: We rejoyce exceedingly 
to ſee you make ſ{ucha bleſſed uſe of the Lords delayes, 
for your further Humiliation and Dependence upon 
him': Thar Sanduary, yourEnemies, andthe Enemies 
of your G O D- hath taken; ſhallnot'ſave rhem 7 You 
have found by experience ih your marches and nrain- - 
tenance,thareyents are not ordered.by thepropoſitions 
of men, bur by the Providente andparpole of GOD. 
There is a time for every purpoſe under Heaven, arid 
the Cup of the Amorites muſt be filled: Which being 
now full of every abomination, yea of the blood of the 
Saints,the cry whereof cannot but be heard in Heaven, 
andan{weredon Earth, preſageth no leſſ@ > us, than 
thatthe'Lords time of his deliverance of his owne., and 
deftruction:of his Enemies drawerth near. 

We are not unſenlible of your preſent eſtate, and by 
the Lords grace thall be carefull, both here and with 
our Congregations at home, to make all take the ſame 
ro heart. As for our condition here remembred with 
ſuch pious aftection-by you, we doubt not bur ye have 
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heard what the Lord hath done for us; theſe happy 
beginnings of the Lords ſcatteringour unnaturall-Ene- 
mies'in the North, gives us confidence of his afliſtance 
inthe midſt of difficulties againſt theſe that aſſaulr us 
inthe South: Ir is nothing with the Lord to help whe- 
ther with many,or with them that have no power. 
The ſecurity of this Nation indeed{ is great, it is our 
partto blow the 'Trumpetto give warning to the Peo- 
ple, and to rouze them from thar: fearfull condirion 
which threarneth ſo much :deſertion.. And cothis end 
we have injoyned a ſolemne Faſt, the cauſes whereof 
being more particularly conſidered by our Commiſſio- 
ners here, will no queſtion be ſent unto you, thar if the 
Lord pleaſe,you may joyn with us therein that ation, 
. 'Wehave ſer downe an order to be kept hereafter, for 
ſending Miniſters unto the Army, which the Clerke 
will ſend herewith unto you, Now the Lord our God, 
in whoſe Name his people goe forth againſt his Ene- 
mies, helpe andafliſt them, and cover theirheads in rhe 
Day of Barcell,-and be their Refuge ; and'blefſe your 
travels and endeavours, for the good of their ſoules and 
his owne glory. file | 


; 1 0644. | 11:7 Subſcribed in name of the 
v | | Generall Aſſembly by 
the Moderator. 
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The Letter from the Synod of Divinein the Kirks of * 
England, 7o'the General! Aſſembly. ” * * © 


Right Honour able, right Reverend, and dearly beloved Bres ... 
thren is Jazus Curls. erg 
2a ap He bleſſing and comfort of that mviolable Unt- 

= on which our gracions GOD hath vouchſated 

Ee - to-both Churches and Nations, gaveus oppor- 

FATSe tunity the laft yeare; to breath'out ſome of our 
FREED WW fghs into your compaſſionate bofomes : 'And 

ſuch have beene the ſoundings of your bowels , as have offe- 

red violence to Heaven by your effeRuall fervent prayers,” arid 
brought many ſweet refreſhings to our 'lariguiſhing ſpirits by | 

. your'pious and\comfortable Letters; in anſwerto ours. | 

This makes us ſtudious of all means of acknowledging your 

tender Sympathie, and of laying'hold 6n'all opportunities of 

repairing again to the ſame ſeams of confolation : for which | 
end, as we cannot but confeſſe; that inthemidſt of thoſe boy- 
ſterous waves wherein we bave'beeri daily toffed, we havemet:- | 
with many gracious and unexpeRed encouragements : ſo wee | 
muſt needs renew our former mournings,” and rend our hearts ] 
afreſh-unte youwith greateſt inſtance for all the aſſiſtance that } 
your Prayers, Tears, Learning, Picty, and Largeneſſe of heart | 

_ can-poflibly contribute to your poore afflicted and ſtill con- ] 

fifting Brethren: And this we the rather beg of you, who,ha- ] 

ving been fitſt in thefurnace of afflition , and are comeout of | 
great tribulation, are meeteſt to commilſerate, and beſt able to | 
comfort others in any trouble; by the comforts wherewith you | 

It was in'our defires to have prefentedto your Venerable | | 


your ſelves have been comforted of GOD. 
Afembly, ſome ofour deareſt reſpeRs in writing, by that emi- | 
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nently learned and much honoured Commiſſioner of yours, 
the Loxd Wariceur - Burhis departure hence was {o ſudden 
to us, and unexpeRed by us, that we.could not have time (as 
his Lordſhip can informe yon ) to tender by him fuch a teſti- 
mony of our Brotherly and intimare affedions, as may in ſome 
| melt ſaite wi h your manifold ahd moſt affefionite expreſ- 
| fions towards us, when onr fighings were many, and our hearts 
I! faint : For ſuch; hath. beene your-love,, that; no.waters can 
quench it, and'ſuch the undertakings of the whale-Kingdome 
of Scotland, through your furtherance, that weealeatly begin 
| toreapethe fruits of allthat Picty.; Prudence , :and- Valour , 
| whichat this day render your Nation worthily xenowned in 
| the Chriſtian Warld ; and us, exceedingly ſraitned and reſt- 
| lefle in our ſelves,untill GOD pleaſe cqapen;a way for our cn- 
| deavours, to make ſome more anſwerable returnes. 


[| .ere now, ſome procredings.of our Aſſembly legible in yours. 


le,ſhall not ere: And we will wait uponour GOD - | 


| _ high ways the way of holinefſe, wherein Wayfaring then , 
; . though 1 ( be- 
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(before whoin we have beenthis Day humbling of cur Souls)? 
untill he lead us into all theſe Truths which we feeke afters 
and wee ſhall labourto be yet more vile in our owne eyes , 
as finding by cxperience thatit is nor in matito' direct his 


INTELL 13h MESTVARY | 
"Lhoſe Winds which for-z while doe trouble the Aire, do 
withall pmrpe and refine: And our truſt is that through the 
moſt wiſe Providente-and' bleſſing of GOD, the Truth. 
by our ſo long continued agitations , will bee better cleared 
among us , and'ſo our ſervice willprove more acceptable to 
all the Churches of O©hriſt ;; bur' more eſpecially to you , 
while we have an imenrive cye to our peculiar Proteſtation , 
and to that publicke Sacred Covenant entred into by both | 
the Kingdomes , for Ulniformity in all his Majefties Domi- } 

Which Work we carry on ( againſt what cver difficulties 
are caſt in otir way ) with more cafe and comfort , by the 
great ſedality'\and ſeaſonable affiftancewee daily receive from | 
your Noble and Reverend Qommiſigners fitting among us : | 
Their Prudence will ( we doubt not) ſufficiently furniſh you } 
with more particular information touching our affairs. :. And F 
here , we cannot but acknowledge that the affiduous preſence | 
of theſe our learned and highly-eſteemed Brethren among us, F 
and their freeand faithifull:comributingof their counfels tous, {| 
doc bo ts doubledutyxtheoneof Thanks which | 
we now heartily renderto you, for ſcnding'to'us ſuch excellent - 
Helpers; the other of Requeſt which we carneſtly make for 
their continuance with-us , :umill the Work be brought up to 
the finiſhing Cubite.- | r 8:12 cit SÞdfn; 

Now, the'Great Mafter-Builder (without whoſe Almighty 
concurrence, the'Builders Iabour-but'in vaine) accompliſhand 
perfect alihis ownglorious Worke inyour hands, andiin ours © 
_ alſo, tohis @wnGlory ihe —ommmmomm—— 


"ney 


| 
| 
| 


j2s The General Aſembl, 164! | 


Churches., andthe comfort of our ſelves over all our travels 


and flufferings, | 
Weſtminſter, May 17. | 
1644. Tour miſt aff effionate Brethren and 
9253 gfe gf! root gon fſerwants inthe LORD, by the 
direttion, and inthe Name of 
the whole Aſſembly, 


Wiltian Twiss2,. Prolocutor. 
; Connmrius BuxGns, Afﬀeſior. 

Henry RoBrOucn; Scriba. 

AponiIranm Brrigip, Sctiba. 


The General 4 ſemblies Anſwer, to cheright Reve- 
rend the Aſſembly of Divines in the Kirk 
5 of Englands altos 


Right Honourable, right Reverend, and moſt dearly 
 belovedinow LORD, 


Ox@D E do thankfully acknowledge your reſpe&full 
Ya remembrance of 'us by your Letters at all occa- 

A G2 fions; and not a little rejoyce to ſee that happie 
ANY; = correſpondence and: Chriftian communion ſo 
DSeeae ſweetly entertained amongft us, which'is ſo ac- 
ceptable in the ſight of the Lord , ſopleaſant and profitable, 


| . eſpecially whetrkept and entertained betwixt Kirks and King- 


domes about affairs of higheſt and moſt publick concernment 
and intereſt : We have nothing more inour defires'than ts en- 
tertaiathat harmonious correſpondence, ' that Chriſtian ſym- 


' 
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pathie and compaſhon; that ſounding and reloading, of.þo- 
wels which well beſeemeth Kicks and Nations,united. by a 1o- 
lema League and ſacred Covenant;for'mutuall cadeavours,by 
all lawfull meanes, toa further unitie in that Baith opce delive- 
red to the Saints, and greater Uniformity.in,Niyine Worſhip , 
Diſcipline, and Government, according.totthe Paterne, . |... 

The caſc and condition of your bleedingKingdom is noleſſe 
ſenſible to us, than if our ſelves were inthe ſame aflition with 
you; but we truſt all is working to your beſt,and to our Lords 
gloty:That ſome of you hes {uffered,itistotry you,purge y'gus 
and make you white : I the Lord by thoſe means be with that 
reformation of bis Ordinances, bringing alſo alongſt that other 
Reformationof hearts and lives , - ſhould it not be. welcomed 
with all joy ,, although, jr be upon the expence of blood. and 
lives 2, The Lord will turn;the by-gone+rage of Man to-his 
plory and your ſpirituall good, and the remnant of rage will he 
reſtraine. The-Lord delivercth-his owne by degrees, he & with 
them introuble , and delivereththem, and honourcth them, He 
who hath. been ſenſibly with you hitherto, .and. upholdenyou 


da 


| The General dſſembly, 1644 27 © 


in your trouble, will wetruſt, yer deliver.you,;and honour.you : | 


The more ye ſow inteares, the greater ſhall be your harveſt of 
peace and joy, when the Lord, according to the dayes wherein 
he hath afflicted you,and the yeares wherein ye have ſeenevill, 
ſhall make you glad, and his Workto-appeare unto you, - and 
his glory unto your children. and the beautic of the Lord your 
God to be upon you, and ſhall cſtabliſhthe.worke of .your 
hands; yea, even eſtabliſh the work;of your hands. p 
We fhould prove, both anthankfull to God, andunfaithfull 
ko men, did we not hold out unto you the Lords gracious and 


powerfull dealing with us inthe like. condition, .and comfoxt | 


you with the conſolations wherewith we our ſclves-have been 
coraforted:We were involvedin the like difficulties; we had the 


ſtrovg oppoſition of higheſt Authority ſet over two powerfull 
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s, beſide this of outs; and the unhappy ptovidence 
of our nh fever hen Prelates one what in 
them lay,to make the Miniſtery of thisLand ſworn Enemies to 
the intended 'Reformation-: So that we walked in a very wil- 
derneſſe , inalabyritith, andas upon deep waters, wherein not 
onely diJour feet loſe footing; biit alſo oureyes all diſcovo- 
ring or diſcerning of any z yea, we wereready to loſe 


our ſclves: Yet > Lord hath graciouſly rid ws,and recovered 
us ont of all theſe difficulties, and ſe our feet upon a rock, and 


orderedour goings. The experience we have had in ourown 
perſons, deth ns confidence and hope cv yout 
tires and wetruft vs mo pho egmone it is 
our duty to hope _ —— and it is the Lords word 
and promiſe, that ſach an hopeſhall not be aſhamed. Tr can- 
neechol but bevet wht er it you, when ye ſhall confi- 
c have feene before _OIRICy nfieighbouring 


£58 SF? Kirke hd Kimg , Having (a it were) looled 
| _ we? er or fide, their On ſtorihe., notwithſtan- 


of windes awd waves, yet (wor by mighe, er 


wo, but by the Spirit of the Lordef buſts) to have atrived ſafe 
| pete tothe Portaand Harberie ; yea, and to have dared ito - 


pur ott'again uhto'the forth, to eortibine her weak cndea- 
notes your help. | 
Wwe xckhoeledge you np ments tobe yu and many ; 
the\ſuffering of your Brethren, the People of GOD, ctr 
choofebutbothUmnnp your ſpirits, and divide your thoughts : 
Your walking inan'tititroden and unknown way, muſt pur you 
(thovghnever ſo willing togo on ſpectily,' yet ) ro takerime 
atidTerſute to ask for the right way; and yewant'net the oppb« 
fiction of foine amongſt your ſelves, towhom'notwithftanding 
We trifftthe Lord will tevedle his rtuthin hisownetime, Ne: 
vertheleffeintichhofioured aid dear Brethren) goon coura- 


ouſly ——— of \nc29-atpongeþs Cry URLED: 
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in the way of Zerabbabel, the Lord ſhall make plains: .and 83+ - 
many of: you as aic prrfee, be thus minded, that fargnegs he 
things that are behinde, and looking tothe things thatare be-' 
fore, you prefle hard: towards the mark; as having before:you, 
notenely the ptizcot [the bigh callingand recompenee of. rc-! 
ward, bttalfo atthe end of this race,theſe two precious Pearls: 
and incſtimable' Fewels of Truthand Unity, an4all the Refars: 
med Churches beholding and looking on, 'not-only as witnels 
ſes, but alſo bciog ready to congratulate and cmbrace:yout. . 1! ;1; 
We were greatly: refreſhed to-heare by. Leners from aut; = 
Commiſſioners there with you, | 'and þy a more particular rels-- 
tian fromthe Lord: Wariffexs: now: with -us., :of your prable> 
worthy proceedings , . and of the great good things the Lord® 
hath wrought among you, and-fqr pdt: - Shalbirſeem-a finall- 
thiog in our eyes;, thatthe Covenant (thc foundation of tbe: 
whole Work) is taken: © Thatthar Antichriſtian Prelacy with - - | 


_— a —_— is ar. wake aro rs right catsic 

unto fai Shephcrds is opened by you: many. cormptions, - 
| as Altars,Images,andochet Monuments of Idolatry-and Super-- 
| ner ama GR the per vous 

| mafy places foriaken inc and powerfull preaching ſet 
| up; the great Organsat port yur Ferers taken down; That the- 

| Royal Chappell spurgedand reformed, Sacraments morefins 
f _ cerely adminiſtrate,, according ro thepaternein the! Mounts | 
| 
| 


That ſome Colledges,the Seminaries of your Kirk,are planted 
with able and fincere Profefiors £ Thar the good: hand of - 
GOD hath called and kept together ſfomany br | 
learned Divines for ſo long atime, and _ cd their hearts fo 
ſearch his Truch by cheir frequent Humiliations, continual 

Prayers, and.learned and.peaceable debates 2- Shonld not all 
and cach one of theſe ſtir up our fouls to blefſe the Lord, 'and 
render both'youand us confidene,that he who begun the good | 
Work, will perfc& it, and.put the Cope-ftone upoi nts! vu 


the beauty of a perfeted'Worke may ſhine to all Nations,and 
we may ſay and ſhout, Grace, Grace, unto it; that the time may 
be when full liberty & leaſurceſhall be toall the Builders of the 
Houſe of GOD , togivethemſclves with both their hands to 
the building up and -<difying:the people'of 'G'O Din theſe: 
things'that belong to: life and 'Godlineſle , tothe making of: 
them wiſe to ſalvation, and throughly furniſhed to every good 
worke, and when the-Lord:fhall delight to dwell more famili- 
arly, and'toworke more powerfully in , and by his throughly 
purified ordinances ?: That you afflicted and toſſed with: tem- 
peſts and not comforted , ſhall have your ftones laid with fair 
Colours, your foundations with Saphires,your Children ſhall 
be taught of GOD, and-ſhall have great peace, and no Wea- 
pon framed againſt youſhall ptoſper, and:every tongue that ri- 
teth againſt you in Judgement4hall be condemned ;' That the 
Lord wilt awake as inthe ancient-dayes,as in the generation of 


- . old; That the Redcemed of the Lord ſhall. come unto Zion 


with finging, and ſorrow and mourning ſhall flee away. - 
- And as we are confident that the: Lord whoheareth Prayer. 
and hath-promiſcd to guide his ſervants into all truth, will-bring 
your labours to a comfortable concluſion: So do all the Refor- 
med Kitks.and'the Kirk of Sc#iland above all others extreamly 
long forthe taſte ofthe fruits of your-pions Jabours and conti- 
nnall pains: -And ſo much the more, that we have ſuſpended 
ſome matcriall determinations amongſt our ſclves , upon ex- 
peRation of Uniformity;; and that inthe meane time ſo many 
{candalous Papers come to our view, and tothe hands of the 
_ People here, for liberty of conſgience; toleration of Sets, and 
fuch Practices asatecoptrary: tothe: Dofrine, Government, 
and Pcaceof all the:Reformed Kirks.For ſtopping 8 ſuppreſ- 
ſing whereof;as we doubtnot,but your Wiſedome and the Au- 
thority of the Honourable; Houſes of Parliament will uſe ſome 
_ anvie cfleuall means; .So do we hope that .your determina- 
IL. t1ONS 


tions ſhall carry ſuch evidence of Divige Truth ,. and demon- 
ſration of the. Spirit, that thoſe unhappy Clouds of darkneſſe 
ſhall be ſo ſcattered,tharthey ſhall be no more girhered nor ap- 
peare bercafter, to the difhpnour. of Gog, the prejudice of his] 
Truth,and the {candattZins offo many Souls for which Chriſt | 
hath dyed. | | 

We doe with hearty thankfultieſle reſent'allthe kindfieſſe| 
and reſpeR you have ſhown to our Commiſſioners , and your| 
high eſtcem of them in love forthe Wotks ſake; "Alt get 
their prefence here would be very comfortable. nnto'us , ety 


ſeedable to the Sblicke ,. and necefſar in _reſpe-0 7g 

oreat and' important partfeulat charges an? ſtations z- yet doe þ 
we willingly diſpenſe withall,” yea nothing ſhall betoo dear 
| unto us, ſo that this'Work be finiſhed with joy; and Zeruſalemsl| 
[ madetheglery ata praiſe ef the whole Earth,: Becauſe of the benſelf 


- 
= 


of the'Lord our Ged , we will ſceke er ho 2 of Yay Brethren! 


| and C ompanions ſake, wewilt now ſay , Peace be wit in her Walls; | 
proſperity within ber Palgees, oo Rn En nn nf 
. | * YN; 


by 


xz 


| We _ Subſcribed in name of- the Generalthf 
Edinburgh 4. June* © Aſemblyof the RKirke of Stotland, 
| 2644. *" by the medewaror of the 4fſemblyll 
| 1 and Clerk. (i. 46 
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 Theed ſſemblies Letter to the Kirks-in 
the Netherlands. Ow 


Fratres in Domino plurimum colendi,. 


ſupremo Index, a reliquis tum Ordinumtum Ecclefie bu- 
jus Regui Delegatis Loandino nos ita pridem remiſſus, 
lin bac _ipſa Synodo Nationali de eximio 'veſtro erga nos 
ſpudio:ccommemoranit : praſertim quanta fide, quam ſoli- 


hromoVere ctiampun [atagatis. £9 in negotio, 6% 11s , 
quorum ab co recitata audivimus nomina , de propenſa: 
treliquorum voluntate © cura , #t conciliande ecclefiarum 
[Britanicarum unionts feliciter ſuſceptaconfilia,veſtra ope 
Wopera. profprrum mature ſortiantur exitum , minime 
| obſcura fectmus indicia. Sunt bec tamilluſtria bene volen- 


nos S—_—_— - 


Icita diligentia noſiram;vel Domini potins noſtri Jeſu Chri-. 
Ifti cauſam,que nunc Londini agitur & promoveritts, & 


| tis Veſtre teſtimonia, & in omninm bonorum oculis adeo - 


— 
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perſpicnay tt corun memorian ual #nquam delere Pais" 
erint oblivia, : Laboris autem & jam impenf & porrd' 
ſuſcepti ad controverfias in Synodo Londinenli ſuborien- 
tos {aliciter expediendas & decidendat nequando þ anite-" 
at , ex.e0 quem per divinain jar bencaiftionem fruftum 
cepiſtis ,opfima qu«44,in poſierum ſperare conſentaneumeſt« 
Huic tam bonorifice beneficiortm coveſtrorum commes» 
morationi aD. Variſtonio fatie ſupervencrunt ex parit- 
bus Hibernis aquilonaribus Liters wnltorum Chirogra- 
phis ſubfignate ; Qui fingularis gratis in iam Ecclefiam 
divinitus effuſeex-quo tempore in ſocietatem faderts tri- ' 
um unicorum ſub Rege nofiro Regnorum admiſa ſunt men- 
< xjone fabta hnjus inquiunt divindbenediAiones ampliſe, 
& finmum nuper babuimus teſtimonium, Sanflorit in Belgio 
« liberalitatemeximiam; qui nobis, ignotis licet ef pere- 
cc * grinks \fratres ſe noſtri amantifiimos,& malorii noſtro- 
* rum ſenſu tenerrimo compunttos aperte demonſtrarunt: 

« Pauculos enim nos gladio ſuperiſtites, UW fame propedi- 
*© em interituros,0mnibus extremis circum yentos,in ipſe 
©© articulo ſublevarunt: nec tantum oratione ad conſolati- 
«© oyem compoſita nobis animos confirmarunt hortantes ut 
*« humiliter incedentes Deum liberatorem expetiemus 1qU1 
"© 203 nifi ad breve temps faciem ſuam 4 domo Tacob 
'* abſconatreſoler, ſed ſubfidio in{uper opul: nfo clim anno- 
&© 14 Fm aliarum rerum ad noſtt am in tantis anguſtiis 
'c relaxationem Q /olarium neceſſariarum, copioſe OS Fee 


[7 
| 
1 
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« focillaruns, Tantam nwnifieien tans cimm ſupplices A Deo 


| © contendimns,; ut ſeptuplan ipf;s in finunm rependas, fums- 
| © demiſſe vos etiam ard,"etianmrogam'ss ; ut in tanti bene- 
* ficii agnieions Ecclefpis Belgic iynobiſeum gratias agatis. 


| Flecilli, In quo quldem officio f6 its: oy 1105 hob 


er & ills graviter peecemms, + 

© Apnoſcimns igiturilluſiriſiimor um porentiſ morum 
Hollandiz, Zelandiz, ali-ums, Ordinum Beleicorum- 
ram eximiam ben:ficentiam : quibus non conntyentibus 
modo Q& permittentibus, ( quod ipſum non vulgare benefi- 
cium babendum eſſet)ſ. 4 authortbres eviam, modumque 
rationem preſcribentibus,exmplo quoquz preeuntibus in 


| fubfidium fratrumnoſtrorum Aibernenſium colefta per 


Eccclefiasfa*5ta ad ipſos mature deportata ſit: Agnoſcimus 
piorum in tif, dem Becleftis Belgicis tam exprompra Poluy- 
earem © liberalitatem "agnoſcimus tantum beneficinns non 
inipjos mags fratres noſtros, quam inillorum perſona in 
noſmetipſos-eſſe colatum- : Voſque (fratres Reverendi) 
dbnixe ropatos volumus ,ut quem idmodum nos ad omnen 
grabi animi fignificationem prompti ſempererimus, ita qua 
vobis potiſimumratione commodum Videbirur. ilufrifi- 
mis & potentiſiimis Ordinibus noſiro nomine gratias a- 
gatis + populo aucem Chriſtiano cure veſtrs commiſſo tun 


' publice uni verſo, rum privatins fingulis, ut occafto tlerit, 


demonſtretis quam bonorifie &e ipfis ſentiamus,& quanti 


2M fatiamiss ram eXimiam bene volontiam & charizarem,qu ua 


7 E7 TIT, FIT, _— 


AJſemuryy - 
in Brolefarnm Hibernicaruty onfolrine viſceran 5 fra 
refocilavrunt. ne autem veſtre ftierint parres, fates 
chariffont”, quam pto ſtudio & labore, quam affidua tilt * 
genvia tante bhatitatis ſemen in ſepeter & martram'tamn'* 
dem-mi ſem provexeriris; wick Vibentes' ' abwbſcims, 
tim res ipſalogurtnry o& fruthnsopimus abunae reſtatnr. 
Inprimis autens.quod c rk rants eratiz.autborem © 
largitorem nosuni.cum Eetlefis) Eeibenich Himkatn ns & | 
celebramus *comprecantes utin os univerſos. in Ece't- 
fias a Domino vobis commiſſas,' in illuſtriſiimos Belgit | 
veſtri Ordin?1 Spiritum ſnum copioſt effundat:, ut qem- | 
admodum in Rep. veſtra adverſus boſtrm porentifiimum | 
defentenda, C& inter tantas bellorum moles indies ampli- | 
ficanaa in Evangelii Ince & veritate incontaminata con+ 
fra inferorum portas in veſtris Ecclefits propugnanta, || 
atque inde lattus propaganda , immenſa Dei yobis excu- 
bantis potentia, multiformi ſapientia, & eximia beneft= || 
centia, per univerſum terrarun orbem battenus celebrata || 
eſt; ; ita bonts omnibus v98 atinceps cumnlare pergat idem || 
fons omnis bonitatis, ut frementibus religionts et liber «| þ 
tat is veſtre boſtibus, ſapientiz et optimarum artium jux<| | 
taac armorum triumpborumque gloria inter nobiliſamas} | 
gentes Reſp veſtra federata quotidie magis emineat,Ec- 
clefia [arrorum puritate , et caleſtts coeritaths fplendore| | 
perſpice1 refulgeat ; eoque proſper vobis cedant veſira, | 
prudentiſiima ot Jaluberrima confilia, quibus certiſſimum!+| 
£3 ” 


| 


4 py 


ſtratis, nec -vobis tantum conſulitis, ſed de vicints etiam 
Eccleſis foliciti, qua opera, qua confilio opibuſque veſtris 
eas ſublevarts & confirmatis omnes » Q& quaſi de ſpecula 
univerſs proſpicientes de periculis imminentibus commo- 
nefacitis , & ad ruinam ab boſtibus.dolaje macbinatam 
mature pracavendam armatis: 

Ergo quod anno ſuperiori, veluti fono aato , Refor- 
matas omnes Ecclefias iſſis ex Zelandia literis commo- 
nuiſtis, ut cum impoſtores , Telunomen impudenter emen- 
fith, ceterique Amtichriſti ſatellites, quo ſecurits in popu- 
Jaws erroribus Pontificits faſcinatum graſari, & puriores 
- (Chriſti Eccleſias funditus extirpare queant , arCiiſiim4 
' conjuratione ſociati ad impia confilia patranda ſeſe accin- 
xerunt; Ita Ecelefie quoque Reformats fine mora confilia 
in medium alacriter conferant & animos ac Vires conjuns 
gant, ut perniciem fibi onnibus intentatam in hoſtium ca- 


ſatione apud poſteritatem carituri , .confilium nou minus 
prudens & fidum, quam felix & ſalutare libenter & runs 
agnovpimus & nunc ipſo etiam evenru comprobamus. 

Prencipio autemn ad bac conſequendum neceſſarium V1- 
derur, 13 fine mora convolemu omnes ad Deum. noſtrum 
clementiimunz qui poſigu 'm Ecclefiarum Reformararum 
mores-mnine. reformatos. mulris annts longanimitate ſua 
pertuliſet, ferulam Primi mox erian gladium vibra- 
1418 


: 
& 


14 fancitatem publicam compendium y Pos capeſſer drmon« 


pita retorqueant : nifecerint, tam pudends iznavie excu- 


—— 
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tum interminatus , tandem rubentem & madidum ſuo- 
rumque janguine calemtem& ſpumanrem per regiones plu 
rimas jam diu circumrulis ; innos denique reliquos nunc 
intenta, ni fi mature  refpmerimns, Q& de domo ipfins an 
Þlius purganda,de gratia Domininoſtrilelu Chriſti pla- 
ris facienda , de cult Dei iþfiuſque inflitutis religioſts 
habendis, de Sabbatho ejus ſanttificando, a quo niminns 
eculos noſtros avertimus , et de moribus ad Pieratis nor- 
man compogendis magis ſerio quam batienus anobis fa- 
um eſt, nobiſcum ſtatuentes cum populo Dei ſub Nehe- 
. -mia,.. folia, reliquiſque piis Gubernatoribus , religioſo 
federe percuſſo , tanquam firmiſdimo vinculo Deo ob- 
firifti,, nos inter nos arftius adverſus boſtes unive- 
rimus, . ut avertat Deus jam fumantem et capiti- 
bus noſtris. imminentem iram, quan peccata noſira 
plurima et maxima adverſus nos provocarunt et accen- 
derunt.” FR, 

Non tautum nobis deferimus , nonudum eos renovato 
cum Deo federe, et votis nuncupatis dignos edidimus fru- 
ftus, ut noſtirum exemplum vobis þropoxere | libeat : Mod 
tamen expertiſumus, de Dei erganos gratia, quod grati- 
tudo erga Denm, quod gloria ipfins a nobis Plagirar, celare 
non audemus. Quacungue noſtra male merita ſunt in con- 

| ſp*tu Dei..er bominum 5 certe ex quo die nos de religioſo 
feder e cum Deo et inter #05 tneundo cogitavimus IG 
Poreis inferorumrevocarts. et.res noſira omnes in Deum 
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naſtrum ucceſ[ario conjette melins babere capernnt, et /c- 
liciore haFenus ſuceeſſuproceſſerumt: upd fide faderis 
bujufaadi religioſa ſocietate cormada quod rerum veſtra= 
ram etReligionis inBritannia noſira. ex ſodere nuper ini- 
to perpurgande cttabiliends commodo fieri poſſi ) veStr« 
prutentie wviſum furrit cogttare gt ex confilio eorum quo- 
zum intereſt [tatuzre , ac cum aliis Reformatis Ecclefis 
agere (pro ea qua apud omnes valetis gratia ) ut eandens 
Vobiſcam ineant rationem, non dubium eſt, per Domini ac 
Dei noſtri bettiguiſiimi leſu Chriſti in Ecclefis ſuas grati- 
am, fore, ut non modo, quod certiſiimum adverſusimpen- 
dentia mala perfugium aniia ſuperiore miſſis ex Zclandia 
literis denunciaſiis, Eccleſie Reformate arftioris [octeta- 
tis vinculo inter ſe unite ad boſtium conatus impetuſque 
frangcndos corroborentur et confirmentur;ſed disjecti eri- 
am lapides DomurDei per Germaniam ex rudere et cine- 
ribus redivivyi recolligantur , ac glorioſum Domini noſiri 
Templun ibiden inStauretur 1 et purioris Religionis Pro- 
Feſſores in iſiis Eceleſis;per refpiſcentian ad eum qui per- 
.cuſſit eos , reverſi, et quod nullis.caneſeat ſeculis fadere, 
Domino zobiſcum coadumati, malis, ſub quorum pondere 
fot annos gemiſciint , tapdem ſubleventur.. Qu; dies 
longe optetifimus. f per Deigratiam ſeme| illuxerit ; de 
confiliorun cemmunione inter. Reformatarum Fcclefids 
rum $ynodos per Legatos ct-Literas conciltandd iniri poſ 


— iferatie, per quam Reclefooſtes compeſeantur y\batejr 
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opprimantur, & ſchiſmata reſarciantur, pax cum Deo T 
inter Ecclefias firma conſervetur, & glorioſum Dei op ue 
in Evangelio per orbems terrarum propagando , Of Anti- 
chriſti reguo abolendo promoveatur, Quod ut opta 
dum, et ſperandum, pits et [rudentibus veſtris meditatig. 
nibus, ut bonum ſemen faecundiſſimo Jalo COMME AMES: 


> + 


 Edinburgi, 4. lunii Veſtrz Dignitati 8 Fratet 
1644. - nitati addiRtiſimi, Paſto 
res & Seniores Nations 

- lis Synodi Scoticanz , & 

noftro omnium noming 

ac mandato 


DIRECT. Ia, Boxar Moderat 
Ecclefiis Det, que [tunt 18 unitis vT | 
Hollandiz, Zelandiz ali- 
iſque federati Belgii Pro- 
Vinciis, | 


an He Aſſembly underſtanding that the overture 

FX for maintaining Burſars,. in the Afſembly hol- 
6 =@ den in the yeare 1641. upon the 7 of Auguſt, 
Fake Scſl.15. is never yet put in practice : Do there- 
[Eg & forc Ordain Presbyteries to put the ſame in 
'praRice with all diligence, and to make account thereof to the 
next Affembly. | ES, 


| Ordinance for up-lifting and iniphy ing Te- 


| . naltres contained in eA its of Parka- 
Il ment, upon p10#5 uſes. 


He Aſſembly underftanding that the exe- 
——N cuting of ſome laudable Acts of Parlia- 
FIZ ment, made againſt Non- Communicants 
#)-za and Excommunicate perſons , and of di- 

Z WF vers other Ads containing;pecuniall pains 
2D tor reſtraining of Vice, and. advancing. 
DIO mA Picty, is much neglected by the flowneſle 
of Ptesbyterics ard Miniſters , in ſeeking Execution thereof : 
Therefore ordains Presbyteries and Miniſters refpe&F:ve, to be 
diligent hereafter by all means in proſecuting tull and exact 
Executionof all \uch Acts of Parliament, for lifting the ſaid 
Penalties contained inthe ſame, and for faithfull imployment 
- |thereof,upon pious uſes and that every Presbytery report their 
* [diligence herein yearly to Generali Aſſemblies. 


[- ©77; tU . AVER 


eAn overture concerning Promiſes of Mar- 
riage made by Minor 5,60 2hoſe with whone 
they. bave committed Fornication. 4 


XC Gf 2 | Fo PP : n Q 
2B, that ſome young men being put to Col- 


= 


ate, that the ſaid-:Children'hes committe{fornication: And 
the Womanand her friends hes ſeduced the foreſaid Schollers 
being minors, to-make promiſe of Marriage tothe party with * 
whom'they have committed Fornicarionz Andthereuponin=- 
tends to get the benefire of Marriageyrith theſaid young men, 
not only without the conſent of their Parents,but to'their great 
oriefe, and to the great appearance of the ruine and overthrow 
of their eftate : Which may be the -caſe;of-Noblemen-and 
Gentlemens children, as well as of theſe ofother eſtates and 
degrees within the Kingdome. Wherefore/if the Aſſembly 
thinke it expedient, it wobld be declared thatall ſuch promi- 
ſes be made null and of tone cfteR, eſpecially,where the maker 
of the promiſe is Minor,and not willing toobſerve the ſamine, 
becauſe his Parents will nor conſent,” but oppoſe and/contra- 
dic, threatning to make him loſe not only his favour, bur both 
bleſſing and birth-righr. This Ordinance ſhall not only be ve- 
ry expedient for many good civill cauſes, but is very conſonant 
and'agrecable to the Word of God, and will be very comfor- 
table to many Godly Parents , who otherwiſe may be diſap- 
| F 2 pointed 
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pointed of their pious intentions, and have the comfort they 
expected, turned to an heavy and grievous croſle.. 


*; TheGenerall Aſſembly thinks it convenient at this time, t6 
deliy any determination in the matter above-written 
gntillthe next Aſſembly; That in the meanc time every. 
Presbyterie may take the (ame totheir ſerious conſidera- 
1101,, and report their judgements tothe Aſſembly. 


Af concerning diſſenting voices in Preſ-. 
byteries and $mmods.. 


AfHe Afﬀembly thinkes it neceſfar , if any 
NI Mcmber of Presbyteries or Synods ſhall 
<g©9g finde in matters depending before them , 
PR thathe Moderator ſhall refuſe to put any, 
5 635 thing of Importance to voices; Or if they: 
ASS finde any | thing carried by plurality - of 
aL EPASD voices toany determination which they 
conceive to be contrary to the Word of God, the Ads of 
Aſſembly, or to the received order of this Kirk : That in cithes 
of theſe caſes they-urge their diſſent to be marked inthe Regi- 
ſer : Andifthar be refuſed , that they proteſt as they would 
defireto be free of common cenſure with thereſt ; And the 
Aſſembly declares the diſſenters to be cenſurable , iftheir dif. 
ſent ſhall be found otherwiſe northey conceived. 


Af 


» F-/- ET +» / 4 F : - 
* of I" : F 


47 concerning the Eleflion of 's M/ 
rator in Provincial Aſſemblies. 


if 2p 6 | 

He Generall Aſſembly underſtandipg that ſame Pro- | 

| vinciall A ebteka habits ther Modetdios. rye 

themſelves to theſe Perſons. who have been before na- 

med & deſigned in particular Presbyterics,which'is againſt the | 

liberty of the ProvingiaAﬀſembly:Therefore diſcharges Preſ- 

byteries to make any ſuch nomination hereafter ; Andordaih 

Provincials intheir meeting; to ele their Moderator:, and to 

make their own Liſt for that effe& without any ſuch prelimi-. - 
tation. ; VEE | 


AT for keeping of the Faſt by the (ongrega- 
_ tons in the Towne where the Aſſembly - - | 


= He Aſſembly judge it moſt neceſfar and comely', fee- | 

| ing thefirftday of themecting of Generall Aſſembliee, 

. is by the laudable praRice of this Kirk a day of Fafting | 
and Humiliation, for craving the Lords bleſſing to.that Mee- 
ting : That notonly the Members of the Aﬀembly., but that | 
all the Congregations alſo of the Town where the Aſſembly | 
holds be ſo exerciſed : And that publick worſhip bein all the | 
Kirks thereof that day for that effeR, = 


We Generall Aſſembly a points the meeting of the next . Aſ-\| 
 ſembly, 8 be upon the MF: Thurſday of May ,in the year 1645. | 


F-2:; | INDEX} 


Of che Acts of the Aſſembly helden at 
Edenbtrg, 1644. not Princed, 


») Leition of Maſter James Bonar Moderator. Sefl, I. 
5% (Continuation of the decifion in the queſtion concerning 
the Commiſſion from Craill, #ntid the-appeliation be 
diſcuſſed. Wb. | a 
ho eAppointment of Committees for Bills , Reports, &c, 
RICE Sefl. I. 
A Letter from the Preſbytery at the «Army concerning ſending Mini« - [+ 
ſters unto them, Ib , | 
A Letter from the Preſbjtery 3s Ireland. Ib. 
The Aſſemblies thankſaltreſentment of rhe E. Louthians ſafferinys. Th. 
T he defire of the Convention of Eſtates, to quickes the proceedings of the 
Afﬀembly, and the «Aſſemblies reſalution thereinto. Sefl.I[I. 
Reference to the Commiſſion to be appointedby the Aſſembly, for preſen- 
. ting Overtures, Alts,Cc.tethe Parliament. Ib, = 
Renovation of the At of the preceding eAſſembly , for planting the new 
'* Colledge of S. Andrews. 1b. | 
Ref. of Denmures Bl, 
Ref. of Aytouns Bel, 
{ommittee to conſider ſome "Owertures concermns Vmverfities and 
Schooles. Sel. IV. | | 
C: omiſſion granted to Af. William Cockburn, A. Hugh Mackale for 
the firſt 3 Moneths, beginning the 1 of «Ang. next ; to I, George 
Dick, #»d M.)ohn Dick the next three Moneths ; and to M.John | 
Levingſtoun, «nd 44. Thomas Wylic for the laft 3 Moneths, to re- Kt 
pair ro the North of Ireland, bearing the ſame power granted tothe per= 
© - ſoxs apporared for that tmaployment by the preceding eAſſembly. Tb. 
Renovation of tne Commiſſion for ſending Expefants to Ireland. Ib. 
Tous I Ree 
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INDER. 
Recor, of Sir John Weemes of Bogie ha Bil. 1he |. 
Commiſſion for viſitation of Orkney, Zetland, Caithnes, Sutherland 


and Rofle, to Maſters William Falconer, 4x4 Murdq Mackeinzic, 
Sd Alexander Brodie of that 11k. | 
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ef fer M4. George Halyburtouns going to the Army. Ib. 


Report of the Loras of Exchequer their promiſe concerning. payment of 
ſome of the arreers of the annuity of 560.11b. Ib. \ 455 5. 

e At and Reference concerning M. Janes Wood. Ib. 

Reference to the Commiſſion of this Aſſembly Concerning the Papers pre- 
ſented by my Lord Wariftoun, which were direfled jo the Conmſſio- 
ers of the:precediug Aﬀembly. Sefl, V. | 

Ref. to the (ommiſſion for planting the new Colledge of Aberdene, Ib. - 

Tranſportation of 1M. George Leſlie tothe Kirkof Leſlie, Ib, 

AR concerning the planting of the Kirkof Syres; Ib. 

Ref. of the ({ountefſe of Kinnowles Bill tothe (amnion, Tb, 


Att concerning MaAndrew Murray Afiniſter at Ebdie. Ib... 


Alt and Ref. concerning the planting of the Kirk of Lamingtoun. Ib. 
Ref. to the Commiſſion of the Aſſembly concernivg Overtures for Vui- 
ver ſities and Scheoles, &e, Sefl. VI. - | 


| Ref. to the ſaid Commiſſion for planting the Kirk of Aberdene. Ib. 


Indiitjon of a Faſt. Ib. ><a, | 

Renovation of .the appointment of the preceding Afſewbly far framing « 
Direttory for Wor ſoip and for triaklof Synods, Preſbyteries &- Kirks.Ib. 

AZ for the.Clerks ſubſcribing the deltverance of the Committee of Bills 
for charity to the diſtreſſed people of Ireland. Ib. 

Ref. ro the Commiſſion for conſidering the fornss and draughts of Commiſ- 
ſons for vufitation of-Univerſitzes. Ib. - | 

eAt recalling two Alls of the Commiſſion for viſitation of the Univer- 
ſity of $. Andrews. Ib. ; 

Recon, to the Commiſſionconcerning confirmation of Xlinsflers Books in + 
their wives Teſt anents. Ib. | Poa Ns Ct; 

Recoms. to the ſaid Commiſſion concerning Witches and (harmers, Tb. 

Ref. of the Overtnres of the Synad of Murray. tothe ſaid Commiſſ. Tb. 

Recom, of D. Adam Stuart. Ib. 

Renovation of the Aft concerning James Murray. Sefl. ult. 

Continuation of the Commiſſion of the preceding cAfſembly appointed to 
ft et Air. Ib, | = 3 t | 


Alt ceernive M4. Robert Peirlon Afiniſterin Orkney, Ib. 
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Reco, of the Lora Gagks Bill: Tb. © Wh 

Aft concerning the Kirks of Aberchird6ur aind Eidieckatdd,, Ib. 

Ref. of 11. Alex.Petries Letter ro the Commiſſion of Aſſembly, 1b, 

At concerning the repoſition of 74. John Maxwel ſometime Miniſter 
at Glaſgow, with an Ordinance for his —— a partiemlar 'De- 
claration of the unlawfulne (ſe of Epiſcopac 

Ref. of my Lord Sextons Bull rs the - 1-1” her of Aſſembly. Jb, 

Letter from the Preſbytery at the Army ,with a Reference to the Commi(ſſi« 
on concerning the reſtraint of tran/þorting Women to the Army, 1d. 

Ref,to the Commiſſion of «Aſſembly concerning the Letters froms the Com- 
miſſioners at -Londan, &c. and concerui; s the Paraphraſe of the 
P/almes in Meeter, Th. 

Ref. of my Lord Yeſters Bill tothe ſaid Commiſſion. Ib, 

Att concerniv 7M. Alexander Trotter. Ib, 


Ref. of Margaret Thomſons Bil ts the Commiſſi on of Aſſembly. Ih. = 


man” 


Remit, to the Preſv, of Achterardour, concerning the matter of 1.Wilz 


044 

liam Cook. Io. © 

T rauſþlautation of MH. William Rait to Brechen. Ib. | Þ- 
Ordinance for the Miniſters of the Preſbytery of Peebles their acknow8 


ledgement of their diſobedtence ts the Afts both of the Generall and Prog 
vinciall Aſſembles, in admitting CM. John Hay, «pox their knees ber? 


' fore the Provinciall of Louthian 3 An4 approbation of the diſſenters ; 
with Al. John Hayes Declaration , andthe eA, ſemblies ld 
for his ſubſcribing a particular Declaration concerning. the unlarful- 
"eſſe of E piſcopacte. Ib. 

Ref. concerning the K irhof Le ſmahago 20 eheir Provincial.” Ib. 

Ratification of the Contratt betwixt James Maxwelgf Innerweek, as 
C2, Jobn Macghie , conterning augmentation of the Miniſters pyo- 
viſiow at Dirletoun, ard of the Atts of. Drejeyuery 411d Synod therea- 
nent. Ib. 

Ref. from the Preſb, of Hadingtoun, and the «A ſſerblier Anſwers. IG; 


eACFE fir Preſh. of Ertiltoans furniſhing of CAiniſters to the Maſtey of 


.Cranſtouns DEnY , ad for ſending forth. preſently A. Thomas 
Donaldſon, :b. 

ett for the Prev, of Dalketth ſending a Miniſter to La: Nidries Re- 
| |. Fhrment. Ids: 
Ref. to the Comn, ron of Aſewbiy f the 4 Fes | 6 ASy* 2 of 
Cajtnes--1b.. 
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